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REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  TEAR  E1E3EI)  31st  IJEGELRER,  1944. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. ' 

(a.)  Medlcai  'Officer  of  'Health;- 

CV  L • “BropmEe acL > M *E • , mTb • , . , B * Ch « , D.P  »H  • > 
at  present  serving  with  H«M.  Forces. 

R.  L.  Gray,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  temporary  Officer 
from  July  1943* 

( "k ) Saii.itary_  Inspector : - 

S.  FV  Frekch,  Sanolary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  R. 
Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspector’ ^-Certificate,  R.S. 


IQ  H 


REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH 
POR  ' THE  YEAR  BREED  31st  DECEMBER,  194.4 • 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Chippenham  Town  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In.  the  absen.ee  of.  your  permanent 

* , 

Officer,  I have,  the  honour  to  present  a sh'brt  Annual  * ' 
Report  for  the  year  ended  jlst  December,  1-944.  As 

explained  previously,  it  is.  intended  to  issue  a 

« „ ( ' 

comprehensive  report  dealing  with  all  the’ war  years.  - 

The  present  report  is  • theref  ore  considerably  curtailed 

and  reference  to  many  subjects. has  been  deliberately 

: > # 

postponed. 


. . ...  I beg  to  record  one©  again  my 

gratitude  for  the  invaluable  assistance  afforded  to  mo 
on  all  occasions  by  Mr.  Preach. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  D.  GRAY • M*D*  * D.P.il. 


Anting  Medical  Officer  of  Health# 


STATISTICS  ■ AND  SOCIAL  CQBDITIQilS  Off THL 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (1944) 

Humber  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1944 
according  to  Rate  BoqIc  ) 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


1*197 

12,520 

3,637 
£76,28.6 
_ £311 


VITAL  STATISTICS  POR  1944. 


Total*  M*  P»  Rate* 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  population) 

319 

15 

168 

a 

151 

7 

26.7 

Still  Births 

Rate  (per  1000  total  births) 

10 

6 

4 

29.1 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  population) 

139 

6 7 

72 

11.1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  puerperal  causes 

0 

0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year 
All  Infants  per  1000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1000 
legimitate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000 
illegitimate  live  births 

24.0 

21.9 

66.7 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  l6 

M **•  Measles  (all  ages)  '■  0 

Whooping-Cough  (all  ages)  1 

” *i  Diarrhoea,  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 


1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

Deaths  from  Influenza: 

2 

8 

0 

5 

. ” " Respiratory 

' - Diseases 

(21,22,23) 

12 

10 

CO 

H 

13 

" Diseases  of  Heart 

and  Blood  Vosseld 
(18,19,20) 

50 

52 

4? 

62 

of 

3 &.  Yf. 

(17*6) 

(11.6) 

(46) 


1940 

5 : 
23 
51 


ti 


PREVnIEHGE  OP  IPPECTIOIIS  DISEASES* 

IDT  IP  I ABIE  DISEASES  (OTHER  TIM  TUIERCUI.OSIS ) 
OCCTjRRIlTG  IN  THE  EQROUCH  DURING  THE  lOHAR  1944. 


Disease • 

Scarlet  Pever 
Diphtheria 


Tot a 1 C ases  Case s ' Total 

“'riotiified  Admitted  to  Deaths* 
Hospital 


1? 

0 


15 

0 


1 

0 


Whooping  Gough  ‘ 47 
Measles  16 
Poliomyelitis  0 
Typhoid  Peyer  • 0 
Pneumonia  4 
Dysentery  3 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  0 
Erysipelas  - 7 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum  1 


TUHIRCULOSIS * 

HEW  CASES  AND  ¥0RT  ALI IN * 


0 0 


0 0 

0 -v'0< 
0 0 


1 

0 

0 

1 


0 

1 0 


' 

* 

Hew  Cases 

" ** 1 -J  * * * ■ 

» 

• DO£ 

itha 

. • * 

Age  Periods 

Eiesj 

oiratory 

E on-Re  sp  iX  a tor  y 

‘ Respiratory 

' \ p . •. 

U on-Re  sp ir  at ory 

i! 

P 

M 

P 

11 

p 

\ 

M. 

. • P 

0 

— r~“ — • — 

% 

1 

1 

1 

/ 

.* 

. 

. 5 

- 

1 

1 

15 

1 

• 



1 

25 

1 

2 

• 

35 

1 

2 

• 2 

1 

45 

1 

1 

■ •• 

55 

• 65  & upwards 

. 

• 

• 

1 

Totals 

; — 

JLi 

hr 

;6 

1 

-j 

2 

4 

2 

- 

waiter  supply 


1. 


2. 


5. 


Tli©  town’s  water  supply  is  derived  from  the  oolitic  strata 
"by  means  of  a number  of  "boreholes  around  which  are  built  the 
Westmead  & Ivyfields  Pumping  Stations*  These,,  as  extended,  for  the 
Ministry  of .Aircraft  Production  provide  water  in  sufficient  quantity 
for  not  merely  the  town  but  for  a larce  population  in  the  adjoining 
Rural  District*  Sven  during  the  3 or  4 months  of  drought  there  was 
sufficient  water  ta  meet,  all  the  commitments.  although  warnings 
against  waste  were  necessary*  The  water  although  somewhat  hard  in 
character  lias  been  consistently  satisfactory  in  quality* 

Samples  of  the  raw  water  are  not  usually  collected,  but 
bacteriological  examinations  of  the  treated  water  are  made  by  the 
Public  Analyst  every  month,  samples  being  collected  from  consumers' 
premises  in  the  3 areas  of  supply,  Low  Leyel,  High  Level  and 
Hawthorn*  The  Public  Analyst  lias  reported  that  the  water  is 
practically  sterile  in  30  examinations  out  of  30  Submitted*  A copy 
of  a typical  report  is  appended;,  followed  by  a chemical  analysis 
of  the  water  as  supplied  to  consumers* 

.The  water  is  net  known  to  be  liable  to' plum.be  solvent  action* 
Although  there  have  been  no  indications  of  the  water  supply 
being  liable  to  any  form,  of  contamination,  chlorination  was 
introduced  during  the  war  purely  as  a precautionary  measure  and 
fallowing  the  general  directions  of  the  Ministry  'of  Health.  This 
is  still  being  maintained  for  the  present,  the  water  from  all 
sources  receiving  a dose  of  2 parts  of  chlorine  per  million  before 
being  pumped  to  distribution* 

All  domestic  dwelling  houses  have  piped  water  supply- 
available# 


REPORT  m BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OP  WATER* 

V/ater  sample  received  on  6*12*44  at  9*30  a*m#  from.  44  Parliament  St* 

High  Level  Main* 
Chippenham  Town  Council. 

1.  IACTERI OLOGIC AL  0 QUIT  *■ 

Total  colonies  growing  on  agar  at  37 °c  in  4&  hours:  KH.per  1 m*l# 

0 . . of  water. 

2*  j*»  CCSLI*  C QUITS  at  37  C in  48  hours  and  44  C in  48  hours. 


— ■ — — - - - 

Quantity  of  water  tested. 

Acid  and  gas  from  lactose. 

at  37 °C 

at  44  °C 

Dive  tubes  of  10  m#l.  water 

- _ . ... 

- - - - 

- - - - 

Pive  tubes  of  1 m#l#  water 

M M 

k— — 

As  result  of  calculation  made  from  above: 

(1)  IT  a af  Cali  Aerogenes  per  100  m*l*  growing  at  37  °C.  •Ed-1, 

(2)  " u Pascal  types  of  B*€oli  per  100  m*l*  growing  at  44 ITil* 


opiiiiais- 

Bacteriological  examination  shows  no  evidences 
whatsoever  of  harmful  pollution* 


Date : 8*12 


44 


« ' *»  V rt. 


C®yiGAL„  RE3UL;4S I 

Appearancd Clear  and  bright* 

C olour N ormal. 

Reaction  pH . Neutral  7 >2 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°C.*595 

Chlorine  in.  Chlorides ....... *2*1 

(Equiv&lant  to  sodium  chloride* 

„ NaCl  ..  3.465) 

Har  due  s s • T ot al •« •••••** ••••31.5* 


Nitrogen  in  Nitrates ......... 1 0.00 

Free  Armenia ....0.0000 

Albuminoid  Armenia  •. • .0.0003 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs  at  27 °C  0. 
Petals  absent 


’Free  chi or ine  r e ac  t i on i • • ♦ absent 


_ PAdTb_  FAR  100,000  , 

Odour •Nil* 

Free  carbonic  acid. ......*•?. 4 

Total,  solids  dired  at  180°C*.40>0 
Alkalinity  ad  Calcium  Carbonate  26 o 5 

' b-’; 

Temp  or  ary 24*5  Permanent  -7*0 


Nitrogen  in  Nitrites-. .... . .absent 

Armoniac-al  Nitrogen. ....... 

A lbumi  n o i d Nitrogen 


